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Everything old is new again
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the widest possible group of 

people. I would like to high-

light several of the exciting 

things that we have planned 

for this fall. 

Alpha

The Alpha Course is an 

engaging ministry program 

that is designed 

to reach and 

impact people 

beyond 

just our 

current 

mem-

bers and 

attendees. 

For 10 

weeks, we 

will meet for dinner and 

watch engaging videos of 

recorded messages, and then 

debrief what we have heard 

and learned in small groups. 

Alpha is for EVERYONE. 

We would like as many of 

our members and visitors as 

possible to go through the 

course this first time, so that 

they will be able to assist and 

help lead it the next time it is 

offered.We also are asking 

you to be bold and invite a 

friend, co-worker, couple, or 

family to participate in the 

course with you. 

The Alpha Course provides 

a space where seekers and 

skeptics, as well as people 

who have a background in 

Christianity, are made to feel 

welcome. The first session 

is entitled “Christianity—

Boring, Untrue and Irrele-

vant?” If that doesn’t get the 

attention of someone who 

has questions about the 

Christian faith, I don’t know 

what will. As the title 

implies, Alpha is a way of 

presenting what is essential 

to the Christian faith, that is 

accessible and interesting to 

Christians and non-Chris-

tians alike. 

This is a great opportunity 

for outreach. If you are com-

ing, think of someone from 

outside of the church you 

can bring with you. The pro-

gram is free for visitors and 

will include a sit-down din-

ner in the sanctuary while 

we watch the talks on the 

front wall. All members are 

asked to pay $4 for the meal 

to defray the costs and allow 

us to offer the program at no 

charge to newcomers. 

The meals will be prepared 

by Sharon Crenshaw and 

Mark Renn, and the 

Women’s Bible Study will 

serve as Hospitality Hosts. 

Childcare will be provided. 

Please visit our web site at 

www.providence-pc.org for 

more details and a list of the 

topics to be covered. Don’t 

miss it! 

Community Fall 

Festival

The Community Fall Festi-

val is coming up 

and will serve 

as a great 

way to 

announce 

our heart 

for outreach, 

mission, and 

hospitality to our 

neighbors. Al 

Drinovsky and 

his team have already put in 

a lot of work to create a fun 

and festive day of activities 

By Pastor Mark R. Renn

Each fall, we find our way 

back into the school year 

routine. For some of us, that 

means starting kids in new 

schools, meeting new teach-

ers, or just getting back into 

a “normal” routine after a 

summer of traveling and 

exciting adventures. The 

end of summer marks the 

beginning of a fall season 

that is typically packed with 

football games, special 

events, and much more. 

For our church family, the 

fall season is going to be 

filled with new opportuni-

ties to grow in and live out 

our faith. With our annual 

Rally Day just around the 

corner, the Session of the 

church is very excited about 

all of the opportunities that 

will be available to our com-

munity for both fellowship 

and discipleship. 

You’ll notice that I said “for 

our community” and not 

just “for our church” or “for 

our members.” This fall is 

about sharing what we have 

to offer at Providence with 
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Youth Team for both 
churches. 

These eight people, with the 
guidance of Pastors Mark 
Renn and Sean Hall, will 
have the responsibility of 
planning and implementing 
the opportunities provided 
for the youth of both 
churches. 

This combined group will 
meet at Providence and con-
tinue the Mobility and Igni-
tion ministries that were 
started last year. Our theme 
for the year will be 
“e:merge,” built on the con-
cepts of merging two minis-
tries and groups into one 
while also thinking about 
what it means to emerge into 
something beautiful and 
new. We are very excited 
about the possibilities and 
options that this will present 
to our young people. 

And that’s not all!
These three ministries 

are but the tip of 
the iceberg 
when it 

comes to 

(“Everything” from page 1)

the ways that Providence is 
actively engaging in new ways 
to live out the old truths of the 
Gospel. 

We’re not doing anything rev-
olutionary or cutting-edge in 
these endeavors; rather, we are 
remembering what it means to 
gather and share life together 
in meaningful ways in the 
name and for the cause of 
Jesus Christ. You have a place 
at Providence. Your co-worker 
who has been struggling has a 
place here. Your neighbors 
and friends have a place in our 
community. They are just 
waiting, whether they know it 
or not, to be invited to share in 
the work and mission of our 
church family. Write this new 
chapter of an old story with us. 

In Christ Alone, 
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that will serve as the central 
celebration of our steward-
ship season. 

You will be learning more 
about this as it gets closer, 
but begin thinking about 
this festival in the following 
way: This is a community 
event that we as a church 
are hosting for our friends 
and neighbors. You’ll notice 
that it is not the “Providence 
Fall Festival,” but a “Com-
munity Fall Festival AT 
Providence Presbyterian.” 
As such, we want our church 
members to be involved in 
the planning and running of 
this event, and for the partic-
ipants to be our friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and, 
especially, the strangers and 
visitors who live in our part 
of town. 

Our stewardship theme will 
be “Giving of Ourselves to 
Engage our World with the 
Gospel.” We have several 
exciting things planned (and 
some surprises!) that will 
surely present Providence to 
the community as the loving 
and giving congregation 
that we are. 

Youth Director
The final exciting venture 
that we have before us is the 
active pursuit of a shared 
Youth Director with Over-
look Presbyterian Church. 
We have assembled a search 
team with active youth and 
parents from both churches 
that is tasked with both find-
ing, interviewing, and hiring 
a shared Youth Director as 
well as operating as the new 

You have a place at Providence.
Your co-worker who has been struggling

has a place here. Your neighbors and
friends have a place in our community.

They are just waiting, whether they know
it or not, to be invited to share in the work

and mission of our church family.
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Grand Bay food ministry

By Mary Mastrangelo

You may have heard of “Grand Bay 

lunches” or Faith by Works. They are 

one and the same. A coalition of 

churches (two or three) in the Grand 

Bay, AL, area are supporting a pro-

gram of free lunches in their commu-

nity. These are distributed in “to-go” 

boxes every Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday of the week, 52 weeks per 

year. They have been doing this for five 

plus years. 

Bethleham Baptist Church is the location 

of the kitchen, preparation, and distribu-

tion of the lunches. Providence Presby-

terian has joined forces with them. We 

have provided lunch one day a month 

starting in May of this year. Various 

members of Providence have been 

involved in planning, shopping, prepar-

ing, serving, and cleaning up on the 

third Wednesday of each month. It is not 

an exclusive project, and the sign-up 

board in the Narthex is open to all. The 

next date is September 15. Specific ques-

tions can be directed to Linda Payne, 

Jessi Gadomski, or Mary Mastrangelo.

The number of to-go box lunches we 

have prepared and served has never 

been less than 90, and our high was 

about 130-140. The two menus we have 

served are spaghetti with red sauce and 

rice with gumbo. There is a side dish of 

salad or other vegetable, bread, and a 

dessert. The meal is cooked on-site in 

the small, near-commercial kitchen, 

and boxes are filled as folks come to 

collect their meals.

Evangelical

One of the goals of the ministry is to pro-

vide as healthy a meal as possible. This 

means whole wheat pasta, brown rice, 

and fresh veggies picked in the Provi-

dence “truck farm.” Pastor Mark has also 

made contact with a local grower in the 

Grand Bay area, who has generously 

provided produce. The families we serve 

are in need of food and are not necessar-

ily homeless.

In searching for scriptures that apply to 

our ministry, I found the following two: 

“A generous man will himself be 

blessed, for he shares his food with the 

poor.” (Proverbs 22:9)

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you 

were serving the Lord, not men.” 

(Ephesians 6:7)

It is a joy to end our day there in prayer 

with the folks of Bethleham Baptist 

Church. They serve the Lord and their 

fellow humans willingly and cheerfully.

Above left: Mike Smith • 

Left: Linda Payne • Right 

(L-R): Mary Mastrangelo, 

Larry Montjoy, Jerry 

Williams • Photos by Jessi 

Gadomski

M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S
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O’Rourke 

Elementary School

By Laura Anderson, 

Evangelical Missions Elder

The Evangelical Missions 

Team would like to let 

you know about some 

exciting opportunities in 

our community.

We will be working with 

O’Rourke Elementary 

School, which is “behind” 

Providence on Leroy 

Stevens Road, to help pro-

vide for students who are 

unable to purchase school 

uniforms, provide class-

room supplies, show our 

appreciation of the teachers 

and staff, and read to chil-

dren in the classroom.

O’Rourke Elementary is a 

Title I school. This means 

that a large percentage of the 

students attending this 

school qualify for free or 

reduced lunches. Teachers 

will no longer be receiving 

money to purchase school 

supplies for their students 

because of the current fund-

ing crisis in our state.

First annual offering

Our first annual offering, on 

Sunday, September 12, will 

help provide children in 

need with school uniforms. 

(Donations of uniform items 

throughout the year will also 

be gladly accepted.) 

September collection

Throughout the month of 

September we will be 

collecting dry-erase markers 

to donate to the school. We 

will also show our support 

for the teachers and staff by 

providing a snack on 

Wednesday, October 13. 

Monthly collections for O’Rourke Elementary School

Month Item to be collected

September 2010 Dry-erase markers

October 2010 Facial tissue

November 2010 Anti-bacterial wipes

December 2010 Hand sanitizer

January 2011 Copy paper

February 2011 #2 lead pencils

March 2011 Notebook paper (wide-ruled)

April 2011 Scissors 

May 2011 Washable glue/glue sticks

Reading to a class

If you are interested in reading 

to a class, please contact Laura 

Anderson (454-6093 or 

clydeandlaura@gmail.com).

Evangelical
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S
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Family Promise 

news

By Joan Rommes, IHN 

Team

In 1982 

Karen Olson 

brought a sand-

wich for a home-

less women in New 

York City. Touched 

by the woman’s 

plight, Karen 

began returning regularly to 

hand out sandwiches to the 

homeless. These were the 

seeds for what would grow 

into today’s Family Promise.

Karen Olson’s response to 

the need of that women 

inspired volunteer Lois-Eve 

Anderson to write the fol-

lowing poem:

Hand Out

“Not food we need

but human compassion!”

This, the woman’s response

to the sandwich handed her.

How many bleak doorways,

dumpsters, buildings 

condemned

shelter victims of 

circumstances,

neither of their intent

nor of their causing?

The well-intentioned 

handout:

a panacea to the conscience

of the passerby?

or the beginning of 

commitment

that a hand, out-stretched,

may grasp

the doorway’s dweller

and lead her to shelter

worthy of that named?

Lives renewed

by a network of compassion

countrywide,

and all begun

by a hand outstretched

and not let go.

As Anderson notes, “What has 

grown from her action 

reminds me that in spite of 

seemingly overwhelming 

odds, one person can make a 

difference. It’s again the choice 

before us all: curse the dark-

ness or light a candle. And 

sometimes the Candle 

becomes a flame that lightens a 

multitude.”

Upcoming host week

Providence and Redeemer 

Episcopal will co-host home-

less families at Redeemer’s 

new facility the week of 

September 19-26, and 

volunteers are needed to 

prepare meals on Tuesday 

and Friday afternoons. 

There are also overnight 

host and laundry positions 

to be filled.

If you can help, contact a 

member of the Providence 

Family Promise Team:

� Joan Rommes 

(653-4308)

� Benny Harden 

(463-5758)

� Mary Mastrangelo 

(602-1993)

� Sierra Edwards 

(591-6219) 

Please keep these homeless 

families with children and 

the volunteers in prayer.

Evangelical
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Pastor Mark will be speak-

ing at Catapult Conference, 

which will be held at Christ 

United Methodist Church on 

Grelot Road, Wednesday-

Friday, September 22-24.

Catapult Conference, 

according to the conference 

web site, “is a missional 

leadership gathering of 

those who desire to recap-

ture old truths in new ways. 

This conference is for any-

one and everyone. Commu-

nity sessions reinforce the 

truth of God’s mission in the 

world while breakout ses-

sions equip for participation 

in the mission of God. 

Networking creates a web of 

innovation and encourage-

ment for this North Ameri-

can mission field. Catapult 

sends you as an agent of 

transformation your neigh-

borhood, your church, your 

city, your world.”

Big names in missional the-

ology, including Reggie 

McNeal (author of The 

Present Future: Six Tough 

Questions for the Church and 

Missional Renaissance: Chang-

ing the Scorecard for the 

Church) and Alan Hirsch 

will be speaking. Derek 

Webb, from Caedmon’s 

Call, will be worship leader.

Pastor Mark’s 

Breakout Session

Come Grow with Us: 

Community Garden as 

Missional Endeavor

This session examines the 

theological rationale for pro-

moting and engaging in 

environmental stewardship, 

food security, and hunger-

related ministries through 

the tangible expression of 

creating a community gar-

den. Theological founda-

tions as well as practical 

tools for pursuing similar 

goals will form the center of 

this seminar. Discussion and 

an opportunity to visit 

Pastor Mark to speak at Catapult Conference

Providence Farms (only two 

blocks from Christ UMC) 

make this seminar engaging 

and thought-provoking. 

Registration

Conference registration $150 

through September 7 and 

$180 afterwards. You can 

register online at www.

catapultconference.com or 

by mail (make checks pay-

able to Mobile District 

Office) to

Mobile District Office

6333 Piccadilly Square Dr.

Mobile, AL 36609-5103
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Christian Education 

& DISCIPLESHIP

By Linda Payne, 

Discipleship Elder

Rally, Rally, Rally

Sunday, September 11, will 

be Rally Day at Providence, 

a time of fun, fellowship, 

and kicking off this year’s 

Christian Education and 

Discipleship programs. 

Even if you’re not currently 

in a Christian Education 

program, you are here to 

become a better disciple, 

right? So that means every-

one’s included! We’ll have 

recognitions and commis-

sioning during the service, 

then afterwards there’ll be 

3Fs—fun, first meetings and 

activities for new groups, 

and a fellowship lunch. Be 

there or be square!!

DiscipleTown

There’s a new program com-

ing for Providence children: 

DiscipleTown! 

This junior church program 

will be our major education 

emphasis for pre-school and 

elementary-aged children 

(in separate groups) this 

year instead of a traditional 

Sunday School. 

Following the children’s ser-

mon, kids 3 years through 

fifth grade will journey to 

DiscipleTown, their own 

city for learning and delight. 

We’ll make the trip weekly 

with 1 child or 50, and all 

children are invited whether 

they visit once or return 

every week. 

On communion weeks, par-

ents will have the option of 

bringing their child(ren) 

back to worship to take com-

munion with them.

Nursery care will still be 

available for babies and 

children up to 3 years of age.

Christian Education/

Discipleship Team

The first meeting Christian 

Education/Discipleship 

Team will be Thursday, 

September 2. 

We’ll focus on children’s pro-

gramming, primarily junior 

church, from 6:00-6:45 pm, 

then meet all together for a 

time of devotion and rejuvena-

tion at 6:45 for 15 minutes or 

so, briefly discuss any joint 

concerns, and then return to 

work on the adult program-

ming between 7:00 and 7:15, 

with anyone excused who 

will primarily be working 

with children’s programs.

This team is responsible for 

programs serving young 

children and adults. If you 

would like to help and have 

not talked to Discipleship 

elder Linda Payne, please let 

her know as soon as possible 

(660-8565 or lpayne@

jaguar1.usouthal.edu).

Overview of Christian education, discipleship, and youth programs

Age Group Program Meeting Times First Meeting

Babies and Children (up to age 3) Nursery Sundays, 9:00 am-12:00 noon Ongoing

Children (age 3-fifth grade DiscipleTown Sundays, following Children’s Time September 19

Children (first-fifth grades Ignition Sundays, 5:30-7:00 pm September 12

Youth (sixth-twelfth grades) Mobility Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 pm September 8

Youth (sixth-twelfth grades)

Adults

Sunday School Sundays, 11:00 am-12:00 noon New schedule starts September 12

Youth (sixth-twelfth grades)

Adults

Alpha Mondays, 6:00-7:30 pm September 13

All ages Closely Knit Thursdays, 6:00-7:30 pm Ongoing

Women of all ages Women’s Bible Study 

(Bible-in-One-Year)

Mondays, 7:00-8:00 pm Ongoing

Men of all ages Men’s Bible Study Every other Saturday, 9:00-10:00 am New schedule starts September 4
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Shared Youth Director—Job Description

Serve the youth of Providence and Overlook Presbyterian 

Churches (Mobile, AL) in creating an environment for the 

youth and their friends to develop and grow as disciples of 

Christ by building relationships with youth and planning/

implementing weekly activities, as described below, as 

well as by engaging in various activities at each church.

This is a ¾-time position (roughly 30 hours a week)

Duties and Responsibilities:

1. Facilitate and lead Wednesday night ministry for Mobility (the Jr. and Sr. High program at Providence) 

and Sunday night ministry for Ignition (the youth-led elementary ministry at Providence). (For a 

description of these programs, please visit www.providence-pc.org.)

2. Build relationships with youth and their families; do off-campus contact work, such as go to games and 

concerts, visit schools, etc., and build relationships with the friends of our kids. 

3. Work with the Joint Church Youth Team on program planning.

4. Plan and create new outreach-style events—fun stuff that will get more kids into the ministry, service, 

and mission events; take advantage of Presbytery youth events as appropriate and engage with other 

youth groups. 

5. Plan and coordinate trips (working with the Joint Church Youth Team to plan summer trips, occasional 

retreats, mission/service projects, etc).

Accountability: 

To the Joint Church Youth Team and both pastors, working as a team.

Qualifications: 

1. Be an active and growing follower of Jesus.

2. Desire a continual pursuit of biblical knowledge.

3. Have a love for and ability to teach youth.

4. Have an engaging, magnetic and dynamic personality.

5. Be teachable and flexible.

6. Be at least 21 years of age.

7. Exhibit good communication and organizational skills with both youth and their parents. 

Requirements:

Pass multiple background checks, child protection training (paid for by church). Abide by standards of 

ethical conduct. Adhere to churches’ policy on sexual misconduct.

General Conditions:

Evaluation and performance reviews conducted annually by pastors and Administration Committee.

Contact:

Contact Rev. Mark R. Renn if you are interested in applying for this position. Send a resume and any 

questions you might have to pastor@providence-pc.org.
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Sailing trip rescheduled

By Betty Montjoy

We have rescheduled our sailing 

trip on the Joshua. If you have 

never seen Mobile Bay at sunset 

you will get your chance on Sat-

urday, October 9.

Come join us on the Joshua as 

we leave from the Grand Hotel in 

Point Clear. We may even get to 

see Middle Bay Lighthouse. 

We will be boarding at 3:45 pm 

and leaving at 4:00 pm. If you 

are not there on time, you can 

wave at us as we leave. We will 

sail until about 6:30 pm.

Afterwards, we can have dinner 

at one of the restaurants around 

Fairhope. We are planning 

on meeting at the church at 

2:30 pm and leaving by 2:45 pm, 

and carpools can be arranged. 

The cost of the trip is $25, and 

there is a sign-up sheet in the 

narthex. 

Come have fun with God’s 

flock.
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Fellowship events

By Jeny Williams, 

Fellowship Elder

Mobile Bay Bears and 

University of South 

Alabama Football

Providence supports local 

sporting events. A sign-up 

sheet is in the Narthex for 

both of these games. 

� Thursday, September 2 

Mobile BayBears vs 

Chattanooga

This is the last game of 

regular fall season. 

Interested folks should 

sign up and meet at the 

ticket booth at 6:45 that 

evening. 

Stephanie Renn and 

Sierra Edwards are the 

contact people for this 

outing. 

� Saturday, October 30, 

4:00 pm

University of South 

Alabama Football 

Since we have some time, 

we are researching a 

group price if we get 

enough interested people. 

Rally Day Luncheon

The Rally Day kickoff to fall 

Christian Education and Disci-

pleship offerings finishes with 

a special luncheon.

We will have hot dogs and ice 

cream with, we hope, some 

outside fun included. Dress 

casually for the day, so you 

can be ready to play. 

Ladies Bible Study

By Jeny Williams

The Monday Ladies Bible 

Study will continue this fall. 

Some members will dine 

with the Alpha group and 

then break to complete their 

commitment to read the 

whole Bible in 2010.

By CJ Kriner, Building & Grounds Elder

Three work days are scheduled over the 

next six months. Each follows the Men’s 

Group meeting at 9:00 am. There is a lot to 

be done, so the more the merrier:

� Saturday, September 18,
 

10:00 am

� Saturday, November 13, 

10:00 am

� Saturday, January 14, 

10:00 am

Any suggestions, requests, or needs for 

the building and grounds of the church can 

be placed in the Building and Grounds box 

in the hall. Or contact me (232-4947 or 

cjkriner@ msn.com). 
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By Laura Anderson

Huddled over knitting needles 

and yarn, the first gathering of 

Closely Knit commenced. We 

began by reading and discuss-

ing Ephesians 2:8-9.   

For by grace you have been 

saved through faith, and 

this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God—not the 

result of works, so that no 

one may boast. (NRSV) 

Following our Word-Prayer-

Share time, the newbies began 

the hard task of learning to 

knit while veteran knitters 

worked on their projects. 

It was fun/stressful, depend-

ing on your degree of compe-

tency in following directions 

on how to knit on your first 

row of stitches. 

We had so much fun/trouble 

we decided that we needed to 

meet every Thursday. We 

would invite you to come 

and join us on Thursdays, 

6:00-7:30 pm.

The veteran knitters are 

Betty Blakeman, Betty 

Carolyn Hearon-Love, 

Barbara Fitzpatrick, Jeny 

Williams, and Meg Hannan.

Right (L-R): Debbie Smith, 

Betty Blakeman • Below left 

(L-R): Betty Carolyn Hearon-

Love, Barbara Fitzpatrick, Jeny 

Williams • Bottom right (L-R): 

Sharon Crenshaw, Melodie 

Garner, Jo Anne Cross 

Purl jam—Closely knit
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Above (L-R): Meg Hannon, Jessi 

Gadomski, Linda Crossley • Left 

(L-R): Betty Montjoy, Jeny 

Williams • Below (L-R): Linda 

Crossley, Meg Hannon, Betty 

Montjoy, Debbie Smith, Betty 

Blakeman • Photos by Laura 

Anderson

Knitting poem

Meg Hannan shared this knitting poem with the other 

members of Closely Knit. She learned it from her first-

grade teacher, Miss Grant, at Covenant Christian School.

Up through the front door

Dance around the back

Peep through the window

And off jumps Jack.

(And don’t let Jack’s children jump off!)
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By Nedra Bloom

Probably, you didn’t look 

around the church gardens 

last Saturday in the pouring 

rain. But if you had, you 

would have seen Kathy 

Veland Taylor, pulling weeds. 

There would be a picture 

alongside this article to prove 

it, but—gee whiz!—it was 

raining!

Unlike many church volun-

teers, who have accepted a 

continuing job or one-time 

project while serving on the 

Session or one of the many 

committees, Kathy weeds and 

plants and more because she 

enjoys the work and the 

results.

On that rainy Saturday, for 

instance, she thought she 

would call it quits after half an 

hour or so and was startled 

when she checked her watch 

and found she’d been garden-

ing for two hours or more. The 

secret is doing projects you 

enjoy, Kathy said.

“Being in nature, being in 

God’s world, there’s kind of a 

peace. Seeing flowers is like a 

joyous peace.”

Her gardening isn’t limited to 

the church. She’s always busy 

in her own yard; her children 

(John in Birmingham, Todd in 

Atlanta, and Cherilynn in Chi-

cago) always have a project in 

mind when she visits, and 

she’s created a flower gar-

den almost every place she’s 

worked.

A family therapist, often 

dealing with folks in 

unhappy circumstances, 

Kathy likes to have the 

flowers “so the people who 

come in see something 

peaceful and cheerful.”

Years ago, she taught in Cal-

ifornia and found that she 

always enjoyed the kids who 

get in trouble. So she earned 

a degree that allowed her to 

become a licensed profes-

sional counselor and has 

worked in varying capacities 

with troubled individuals 

and families ever since—at 

the Mental Health Center, 

Wilmer Hall, and many 

other places.

She was a long-time member 

of Spring Hill Presbyterian, 

but a divorce left her looking 

for a new church home. One 

of her professional col-

leagues, Jan Neverdahl, was 

music director at Provi-

dence, so Kathy came by to 

check it out back in 1992, just 

about the same time she met 

Al Taylor. The two were 

married during Sunday 

worship at Providence. Al 

died about six years ago.

Kathy has sung in the choir 

throughout her Providence 

years.

But if you’re not a Wednes-

day-nighter, you can always 

catch up with her around the 

gardens. She may be weed-

ing, or she may be planting 

flowers or shrubs—even 

ones she’s grown from tiny 

shoots. 

She doesn’t much care 

what’s in the garden—

“just something that will 

be pleasing, something 

that says ‘God cares.’”

Who’s THAT in the 

background?

Who’s THAT in the 

background?*

*of the garden



• page 13 •

Conference Room refurbishment

By Laura Anderson

We would like to thank all of 

the people who helped 

upgrade the conference 

room: 

� Larry Simmons

� Sharon Crenshaw

� Ken Shaw

� Ken Gadomski

� Laura Anderson 

If you would like to help 

with other painting opportu-

nities, please contact Laura 

Anderson (454-6093 or 

clydeandlaura@gmail.com).

Above left: Larry Simmons • Above right (L-R): Larry Simmons, 

Sharon Crenshaw • Left: “Christ in us” photo collage by Laura 

Anderson and Ken Gadomski • Painting by Ken Shaw • Photos by 

Laura Anderson
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Scoutmaster update

By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

The month of August started 

off with a bang. On August 3, 

the troop was involved in the 

Mississippi Coastal Emer-

gency Preparedness Exercise. 

This exercise took place in 

Gautier, Ocean Springs, and 

Pascagoula. 

The purpose was to evaluate 

the preparedness of the first 

responders (EMTs), hospitals, 

and attending physicians at 

each hospital. Our scouts were 

dressed up as though they had 

been involved in a “dirty 

bomb” explosion. Many had 

severe cuts on their head and 

chest, broken bones, wounds 

from flying debris, and con-

taminated by toxic materials. 

They were washed down, 

taken in an ambulance to the 

hospital, and treated. Many 

did not survive the explosion 

while others were saved 

through his efforts of the emer-

gency staff. 

This was a great experience for 

our scout and helped them 

understand the need to be pre-

pared and the value of our 

emergency first responders.

At our August campout we 

traveled to Cantonment, FL, 

for a canoe trip down the 

Perdido River. Some scouts 

were in canoes, and more 

experienced scouts were in 

kayaks. Needless to say, 

many of our “skilled” cano-

ers proved to be novices 

with kayaks! We were only 

100 feet from the starting 

gate when our first kayaker 

swamped his kayak and had 

to get out and empty it. 

Several miles down the river 

we stopped at a rope swing 

and swung from high back 

into the river turning flips 

and just having fun. The 

troop camped on a sand bar, 

where a rain and lightning 

storm blew up. We had to 

move away from the water 

into a ditch and take “light-

ning” position for a while. 

We completed the trip Sun-

day after our church service. 

We had a blast. 

The annual popcorn kickoff 

started in August. Each 

scout has the opportunity to 

sell popcorn and receive a 

portion of the sales to pay for 

his scouting activities. The 

popcorn sale will go through 

October. The popcorn sale 

not only helps the individual 

scouts but also the troop and 

the Mobile Area Council of 

the Boy Scouts. 

Many of our scouts partici-

pated in the Order of the 

Arrow Pow Wow. The 

Order of the Arrow is an 

organization within Boy 

Scouting that provides ser-

vice to the Boy Scouts and 

others in need. Their focus is 

“Service to Others.” The 

Order of the Arrow is 

considered to be the 

“National Honor Society” of 

Boy Scouting. This means 

that the “best of the best” are 

inducted into this organiza-

tion. These young men 

develop leadership skills 

and learn the value of help-

ing others. 

September will be an excit-

ing month for the troop. The 

Spanish Trail District con-

sists of 15 troops that will 

camp together and work on 

outdoor skills and merit 

badges, such as Signaling, 

Pathfinding, Tracking, and 

Carpentry. These four merit 

badges were discontinued 

decades ago but brought 

back for this year only as this 

is the Centennial year of Boy 

Scouting in America. 

September is also the month 

that the troop elects new 

leaders. These new leaders 

will be in positions of 

responsibility for the next 6 

months. This is one way that 

leadership skills are devel-

oped, and it allows the 

scouts to succeed and learn 

from failures. 

We will have our fall Court 

of Honor on September 28 to 

recognize all scouts and 

what they have accom-

plished during the past six 

months. This recognition is 

carried out before the entire 

troop, including parents, 

families, fellow scouts, and 

troop leaders. 

You can see that your troop 

is active and is providing a 

sound program of activities, 

leadership development, 

and values, such as being 

honest, reverent, helpful, 

and kind. 

Thanks for your support. 

Troop 292 Scout Barkley he was elected as the Lodge Chief for the 

next year at the Order of the Arrow Pow Wow. This is the highest 

office in the Lodge. We are very proud of Barkley. 

If you would like to 

support the Scouts by 

purchasing delicious 

popcorn, call Manny 

Russo (689-8462). 
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Session Activities

July 11 Session 

meeting

Contributed by Steve 

Crenshaw, Clerk of Session

� Approved the minutes of 

the May 15, May 16, May 

23, and June 6 meetings. 

� Were informed of an 

option to refinance the 

existing church mortgage 

through the PCUSA 

Investment & Loan Pro-

gram; requested more 

information.

� Were informed by the Fel-

lowship elder about 

potential group travel 

opportunities through 

Cruises Alabama.

� Approved a motion to 

convert the existing 410 

Bridge display to one sug-

gested by the Hunger 

Ministry Team for the 

purpose of introducing 

and displaying fundrais-

ing efforts to assist with 

the Hunger Ministry. 

� Were informed of an 

anonymous letter request-

ing additional clean-up 

efforts within the Church 

and the various activities. 

� Were informed that 

cleanup and reorganiza-

tion of cubical dividers 

has begun, that the cre-

ation of the Music Direc-

tor’s office is scheduled, 

and that this is a “no-cost” 

improvement funded 

through various dona-

tions and volunteer labor. 

� Approved a motion to 

allow Liz Gross, Ken 

Gadomski, Myra Roebuck, 

and three representatives 

from Overlook Presbyte-

rian to investigate feasibil-

ity of “sharing” a Youth 

Director via a “pooled sal-

ary” and combining the 

youth programs.

� Reviewed the church 

calendar.

� Approved a motion to 

approve the Treasurer’s 

report. 

� Were informed by the 

Pastor that the youth have 

had a very busy summer 

so far, participating in 

many various activities.

� Were informed by the 

Pastor that the Youth trip 

to Austin was very suc-

cessful and that expenses 

were fully funded.

� Were informed that the 

Worship Team has met 

and reviewed the numer-

ous requirements, respon-

sibilities, and duties of 

worship. 

� Were informed that the 

Administration Team is 

seeking to fill the second 

nursery worker position.

� Approved a motion to 

implement the Alpha 

Course. 

� Were informed that the 

Fellowship Team is sched-

uled to meet to plan the 

balance of this year’s 

activities.

� Were informed that the 

Narthex repair and paint-

ing project has begun and 

that repair and painting of 

other common areas will 

follow.

� Were informed that a 

work day is planned for 

Wednesday, July 14. 

Tasks include relocating 

the shower house and set-

ting up the Music Direc-

tor’s office.

� Were informed that the 

Outreach Team is investi-

gating the possibility of a 

children’s “play time” 

program at Pete’s Party 

Castle and that other com-

munity outreach opportu-

nities are being researched 

and investigated.

� Were informed by the Out-

reach Elder that visitor 

follow-up implementation 

plans include email, per-

sonal notes, and bread 

delivery. 

� Were informed by the Stew-

ardship Elder that a Fall Fes-

tival and a sermon series on 

stewardship are being 

planned for November to 

kick off the Stewardship 

season.

� Visioned on the topic 

“What do we want to see hap-

pen before Christmas?”

Saturday, November 13—Save the 

date! Community Fall Festival at 

Providence Presbyterian

By Al Drinovsky, Stewardship Elder

The planning committee is currently thinking about set-

ting up the following booths/activities for this year's 

Community Fall Festival: Crime Dog/Smokehouse, 

Good Giveaway, Beauty Booth, Health Check, Music, 

Volleyball, Clown, Bottle Game, Outreach/Church Info 

table, Jumping House, Crafts, Foods, 

Youth Yard Sale, Popcorn, Horse-

shoes, and Cake Walk.

Please let us know if you 

have connections to a 

jumping house or inflat-

able, popcorn machine, 

canopies for booths, or 

suggestions for booths.

Don’t worry—there will be 

ample opportunities to volunteer!

Submit your ideas or suggestions to Al 

Drinovsky (aldrinovsky@yahoo.com) 

on or before Sunday, September 5.
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� September 16, 1990—

Jessica Thagard and 

Paul Thagard, children 

of Jaime and Paul 

Thagard, were baptized.

� September 1990—Jean 

Heard and Larry 

Williams became co-

editors of the Providence 

Press, taking over from 

founding editor Pastor 

Brant Baker.

� September 1, 1991—

Alexander Knapp was 

baptized.

� September 1991—A 

Prayer Chain was started 

with Myrna Andrews 

serving as Coordinator.

� September 1991—An 

Adult Retreat was held 

at Beckwith Lodge. 

Retreat topics were “The 

Creative Spirit” and 

“How Can I Know the 

Will of God for my Life?”

� September 1991—An 

all-church picnic was 

held at the Coast Guard 

Picnic Grounds.

� September 20, 1992—

Laura and Tom Fletcher 

joined Providence.

� September 6, 1994—

Grayden Baker, son of 

Pastor Brant and Karen 

Baker, was baptized.

� September 1992—

Providence members 

and friends sailed on 

Wolf Bay.

� September 1992—

Providence bumper 

stickers, with the “Tough 

Week?” slogan, were 

made available to church 

members.

� September 12, 1993—

Kathy Frederick, Betty 

Carolyn Hearon, and 

Carolyn and Joe 

Williams joined 

Providence.

� September 1993—Kathy 

Veland and her daugh-

ter conducted a Commu-

nity Forum entitled 

“Parenting for Parents in 

the 90s.”

� September 25, 1994—

Gayle and Bill Harris 

and Edna Fallin joined 

Providence.

� September 1994—A 

Presbyterian Celebration 

was held by the 

Presbytery of South 

Alabama at the Mobile 

Convention Center. 

Laura Anderson, Ken 

Gadomski, Susan 

Gibson, and Marion 

Noce created the banner 

for Providence that was 

used in the celebration. It 

was carried in by Shellie 

White.

� September 3, 1995—

Jody Williams, son of 

Carolyn and Joe 

Williams and grandson 

of Betty Carolyn Hearon 

Love, was baptized.

� September 1995—Pastor 

Brant Baker held a book 

signing for his newly 

published book, 

Welcoming the Children. 

Proceeds from the sale of 

the book went to the 

church building fund.

� September 5, 1996—The 

church began opening at 

7:00 am each Thursday as a 

time of prayer for those 

who wanted to stop by 

before work or to begin the 

day.

� September 29, 1996—Joey 

Estes, son of Cecilia and 

Dale Estes, were baptized.

� September 7, 1997—An 

all-church picnic was held 

at Presley’s Landing in MS. 

Providence’s Sunday 

School teachers were 

honored during the event.

� September 6, 1998—

Ashley Fredelake and 

Kelsey Fredelake, 

daughters of Pam and 

Kevin Fredelake, were 

baptized.

� September 7, 1998—

Church members and 

friends took a four-hour 

cruise on a replica 

nineteenth-century oyster 

schooner along the 

Mississippi coast from the 

Maritime and Seafood 

Industry Museum in 

Biloxi.

� September 1998—

Michelle Dickens was 

hired as Director of 

Christian Education.

� September 6, 1999—

Newly selected Interim 

Pastor William (“Billy”) 

McLean conducted his first 

worship service.

� September 1999—The Pas-

tor Nominating Commit-

tee, commissioned on July 

18, voted Larry Williams 

as its Chair and Graham 

Hayes as Vice Chair. 

� September 1999—The 

Pastor Nominating 

Committee surveyed the 

congregation on where 

they saw Providence 

going and what they 

were looking for in a per-

manent pastor.

� September 9-10, 2000—

The congregation elected 

the Rev. Roy Schneider 

as the church’s next “per-

manent” pastor.

� September 10, 2000—

Dot and Preston Harcey 

and Ginger and Larry 

McSween joined 

Providence.

� September 24, 2000—

Nancy Creekmore 

joined Providence.

� September 24, 2000—An 

all-church picnic was 

held at Presley’s Landing 

in MS.

� September 15, 2001—

The Women of Provi-

dence kicked off the fall 

with a brunch at Teri 

LaForty’s home.

� September 29, 2001—

Ashley Garner, 

daughter of Skip and 

Pam Garner, was 

baptized.

� September 11, 2002—A 

candlelight memorial 

service was held.

� September 15, 2002—

Pastor Roy Schneider 

started a four-week 

evangelism class, “The 

Good News Story.”

� September 27, 2003—

The youth attended an 

This month in the history 

of Providence

This month in the history 

of Providence

(See “History” on page 20)
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Worship service volunteers schedule

By Mary Mastrangelo, Worship Team

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

September 5 Tom Fletcher Intinction Bill Berry

Pam Fredelake Buck Bolton

Betty Montjoy Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

September 12 Pam Fredelake Gene Crossley

Tom Fletcher

Aggie Roebuck

Jerry Williams

September 19 Liz Gross Tom Fletcher Debbie Purvis

Donnie Garner Don Purvis

Pam Garner Marlene Taylor

Patti Hacker Les Taylor

September 26 Nedra Bloom Betty Blakeman

Al Drinovsky

Michelle Nall

TBA

Condolences

To Ken Gadomski, 

Linda Payne, and 

Family

� On the death of Ken’s 

grandmother, Gladys 

Herzig, on July 29.

Our Christian 

hope 

By Oswald Bronson

Christian hope involves 

more than a sunny, cheerful 

attitude. It is more than a 

general kind of optimism. It 

is more than hope in hope, 

or faith in faith. 

Christian hope is tied to the 

goal of history and the pur-

pose of each person’s exist-

ence. It is the unshakable 

confidence of the sover-

eignty of God and God’s 

eventual triumph over all 

the forces that stand against 

truth, righteousness, faith-

fulness, love and mercy. 

And in the great contest 

between good and evil, 

Christian hope declares God 

as winner. . . . 

Christ is the hope not only in 

the world to come; he is the 

hope of the world right now! 
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September 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 pm

Choir

2
6:00 pm

Christian 

Education/ 

Discipleship 

Team

6:00 pm

Closely Knit

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

3
Church office 

closed

4
9:00 am

Men’s Group

5:30 pm

The Well

5
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

6
6:30 pm

Worship Team

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Labor Day

7
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

8
5:30 pm

Mobility

7:00 pm

Choir

Sue Drinovsky

9
6:00 pm

Closely Knit

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

10
Church office 

closed

Lamar Fuller

11

12
9:30 am

Worship—Rally 

Day

11:00 am

Sunday School

12:00 noon

Hot dog & ice 

cream luncheon

TBD pm

Session

5:30 pm

Ignition

Marie Cross

13
6:00 pm

Alpha Course

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

14
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Amy Westerberg

15
5:30 pm

Mobility

7:00 pm

Choir

16
6:00 pm

Closely Knit 

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

Betty Montjoy

17
Church office 

closed

18
9:00 am

Men’s Group

10:00 am

Church Work 

Day

19
9:30 am

Worship—

Communion

11:00 am

Sunday School

5:30 pm

Ignition

20
6:00 pm

Alpha Course

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

21
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

22
5:30 pm

Mobility

7:00 pm

Choir

Dean Gross

23
6:00 pm

Closely Knit

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

24
Church office 

closed

25
Sierra Edwards

26
9:30 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday School

5:30 pm

Ignition

Mary 

Mastrangelo

27
6:00 pm

Alpha Course

7:00 pm

Women’s Bible 

Study

Myrna Andrews

Jack Crenshaw

28
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

Buck Bolton

Justine Paige

29
5:30 pm

Mobility

7:00 pm

Choir

30
6:00 pm

Closely Knit

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

1
Church office 

closed

2
9:00 am

Men’s Group
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Annie at Chickasaw 
Civic Theater
Don’t miss the musical Annie 
at the Chickasaw Civic 
Theater, September 17, 18, 19, 
24, 25, and 26. For reservations 
go to www.cctshows.com or 
call (251) 457-8887.

The following members of 
Providence are involved in the 
production:

� Don Bloom—Drake (the 
butler) and set construction

� Nedra Bloom—Mrs. Pugh 
(the cook) and publicity

� Ken Gadomski—Scenic 
artist

� Lori Seman—Bonnie 
Boylan and set construction

FFH/Big Daddy Weave 
concert in Pensacola.

� September 5, 2004—The 
Rev. Steve Kurtz, mis-
sionary to Croatia, con-
ducted the worship 
service.

� September 12, 2004—
The following people 
joined Providence: Dee 
and Buddy Low,C.J. 
Kriner, Aggie Roebuck, 
Jeanne Schnaars, and 
Evelyn Watkins.

� September 11, 2005—
The Rev. Dr. Mark Muel-
ler was the guest speaker 
at a church celebratory 
luncheon. He spoke on 
church growth.

� September 23-24, 2005—
Donnie Garner, Randy 
Hancock, Beverly 

(“History,” from page 17) Schneider, and Pastor 
Roy Schneider attended 
a training event entitled 
“To Make Christ 
Known,” sponsored by 
the Presbytery and Span-
ish Fort Presbyterian 
Church.

� September 9, 2006—
Larry Williams, who 
would be moving to TX, 
was honored by Boy 
Scout Troop 292 for his 
14 years and 8 months 
service to the troop.

� September 10, 2006—
Kimberly Merrill con-
ducted the morning 
worship service and was 
ordained later in the day.

� September 1, 2007—A 
mortgage principal debt 
reduction campaign was 
kicked off.

� September 2, 2008—
Founding member Mark 
Benefield died.

� September 7, 2008—
Pastor Mark Renn con-
ducted his first worship 
service at Providence.

� September 15, 2008—
The Women of the 
Church began a new 
study on The Really Bad 
Girls of the Bible.

� September 2009—The 
new youth-led elemen-
tary program, Ignition, 
and the new youth pro-
gram, Mobility, began.


